Los Angeles County

clean water, clean beaches measure

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District is
proposing to adopt a Clean Water, Clean Beaches
Measure, which would establish an annual fee to
pay for clean water programs. The proposed clean
water fee would be imposed upon property owners
within the Los Angeles County Flood Control District,
which includes most of Los Angeles County (with
the exception of portions of the Antelope Valley), for
the purpose of improving water quality and reducing
pollution from stormwater and urban runoff.
Stormwater and urban runoff flush bacteria, trash and
other pollutants into gutters in streets and into storm
drains and from there into lakes, rivers and the ocean
and onto beaches. Waterways throughout Los Angeles
County have been found to be polluted above acceptable
levels under the federal Clean Water Act and other
state and federal laws.

Notice to Property Owners
of Public Hearing
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles will hold
a public hearing (details inside) on January 15, 2013 to consider
a Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure proposed by the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to establish an annual
clean water fee, which would be collected with the property
taxes beginning on the 2013-2014 County of Los Angeles
property tax roll.
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There are nine watersheds in the Los Angeles County Flood Control District in
which the proposed clean water fee would be collected annually.

The proposed clean water fee would provide dedicated
funding for local and regional projects and programs to
help keep pollution out of stormwater and runoff, clean up
pollution that flows into our waterways, and use stormwater
and runoff to recharge groundwater supplies, which are
an important source of drinking water. The fee could also be
combined with other funding such as state and federal
grants for multibenefit projects that improve water quality
and provide other public benefits as well.
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(Continued on next page)
You own property in the Ballona Creek Watershed, which drains to the Ballona Creek
and includes all the cities and unincorporated communities shown on this map.

www.LACountyCleanWater.org

www.LACountyCleanWater.org
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Fee revenues collected in the Ballona Creek Watershed
would be used by cities, the County of Los Angeles, and an
established watershed authority group for projects in the
Ballona Creek Watershed that would help protect public health
and the environment by keeping toxic chemicals, harmful
bacteria, and trash out of waterways such as the Ballona Creek,
including projects to increase local groundwater supplies,
which are an important source of drinking water.
The proposed fee would be used for projects that could
generate thousands of local jobs in construction, engineering,
landscaping, environmental work and other trades. By law,
fees collected within the Ballona Creek Watershed will be used
for projects and programs to improve water quality within
that watershed. Fees collected in the other watersheds will
be used for water quality projects and programs within
those watersheds.
The measure does not earmark funds for specific projects and
programs, but establishes criteria for the use of the funds and
allows local jurisdictions to determine how best to use those
funds to achieve water quality benefits.
Over time, the projects that the fee pays for will significantly
reduce the degradation of waterways in Los Angeles County
and improve the quality of the water in those waterways.
The projects and programs that could be funded with the
fee include:
•

Installation and maintenance of catch basin screens and
treatment devices to reduce trash, chemicals and other
harmful substances in stormwater and urban runoff;

•

Street sweeping to keep trash out of storm drains;

The Problem

•

On a typical rainy day, billions of gallons of untreated stormwater
flow directly into rivers, creeks, lakes, the bay, and coastal waters.
These polluted waters can contain toxic and other substances
that affect our health and the health of fish and marine life.
These pollutants can include:

Diversion of stormwater and urban runoff before
it pollutes lakes, rivers, and the ocean; this water is
held, filtered and cleansed (both naturally and using
manmade filters) in groundwater basins, and used
to recharge underground drinking water sources;

•

Programs to educate children and adults about keeping
trash and other pollutants out of streets and storm drains
and about reducing water runoff from their properties.
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•

Industrial solvents, paints and chemicals

•

Toxic metals, such as lead, mercury, chromium and arsenic

•

Infection-causing bacteria and viruses

•

Pesticides and fertilizers

•

Trash, including plastics, cigarette butts, candy wrappers
and syringes

•

Increase local drinking water supplies;

•

Provide recreational areas such as parks and ball fields;

The polluted runoff that flows into the waterways can cause
a variety of problems. For example, high bacteria levels in
the waterways can indicate a health risk to swimmers and
sometimes result in beach closures. Trash in the waterways
and polluted runoff can also be toxic to aquatic life.

•

Protect open space and natural areas;

•

Irrigate neighborhood parks, ball fields and school grounds;

•

Create, restore and improve wetlands and habitat; and

•

Protect public health and safety.

Multibenefit projects can combine fee revenues with other
funding sources to improve water quality and provide other
benefits to the public, such as:

Clean Water, Clean Beaches Program
County of Los Angeles Flood Control District
PO Box 861809
Los Angeles, CA 90086
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The Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure would address water-related
challenges in Los Angeles County:
•

Polluted water is flowing through Los Angeles area rivers and creeks and into lakes, the bay and coastal waters.

•

The Los Angeles area needs more local sources of water to use for drinking water.

The Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure would fund projects to reduce pollution in Los Angeles County
waterways, including projects that divert and cleanse stormwater and urban runoff to preserve and increase
supplies of groundwater that are usable as local sources of drinking water.
More Information:

www.LACountyCleanWater.org
1-800-218-0018
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